During the past fifteen months, Yale Divinity School Library staff, under the direction of the authors and in conjunction with the Overseas Ministries Study Center, have compiled an electronic database that incorporates all 2,371 titles identified in the previous compilations, as well as 2,822 others-a total of 5,193 doctoral dissertations. The scope of the present listing has been further expanded in several ways. First, like the most recent compilation, it includes English-language doctoral dissertations without regard to country of origin (see table 1). Second, rather than focusing narrowly on missions, it also includes dissertations dealing with Christianity outside the West. Excluded are dissertations about Christianity in Europe, Australasia, and North America, with the exception of those treating aboriginal missions in those areas. Third, it expands the chronological scope to include dissertations presented since 1900 (see table 2), which makes clear the amazing increase in interest in missions on the part of the academic community over the past century.
Fourth, unlike the earlier compilations, which were limited to "research" doctorates, understood to include the Th.D. and the (see table 3 ). Finally, we consulted many more sources to identify theses and dissertations than did the predecessor compilations, including Web sites and published bibliographies. These various expansions of coverage led to our total of 5,193 dissertations on mission.
Researching
This compilation will be available to current and new IBMR subscribers without charge as an online searchable database starting October 15 and on a CD-ROM upon request for subscribers who do not have access to the Internet. Subscribers will be able to access the database by visiting www.OMSC.org/ibmr.html and using their subscriber account number. The database will include a bibliography of sources consulted. This method of distribution makes appropriate use of the technology available and makes the database user-friendly and flexible.
The database includes dissertations from 467 different institutions. The top twenty-five institutions are listed in table 4. It is significant to note that the vast majority of dissertations from Fuller Theological Seminary and Trinity Evangelical Divinity School were completed after 1970. It is also interesting to note the number of English-language dissertations produced at institutions located in countries whose primary language is not English. Some of these are the result, as in the case of the Scandinavian countries, of the fact that scholarship is often done in English, French, or German rather than the language of the country itself. In addition, students from Asia and Africa often prefer to use English as their language of scholarship, which accounts for many of the English-language dissertations from the pontifical universities, for example.
The present release of this database must be considered to be preliminary. For one thing, all the available bibliographies have not yet been searched. Furthermore, conversion of the subject headings to a standard form has not yet been completed. Key words in the subject field, added when the data were entered, were often derived from the abstract of the dissertation. The work of converting those key words into Library of Congress subject headings should be completed over the coming months. But even then the database will still be a work in progress, requiring updating on a regular basis as older dissertations are identified and new dissertations are completed.
It should be emphasized that this compilation is derived from the work of others. The compilers of this database have not physically seen all the dissertations listed. Undoubtedly, dissertations only marginally related to missions and non-Western Christianity have been included, simply because of their title. Conversely, dissertations that should have appeared have no doubt been missed for similar reasons. And there will inevitably be errors in this compilation, some because of incorrect information in the sources we consulted, others from errors in transcribing the data. There were also occasional inconsistencies of information between different sources. We invite readers and users to submit information regarding corrections and additions to the database. It will be greatly appreciated and will ensure a greater level of accuracy and comprehensiveness in future updates. Finally, a note on availability. Some dissertations, especially those from abroad, can be difficult to obtain. Over the years, Yale Divinity School Library has routinely attempted to acquire missionsrelated dissertations, a commitment that will continue, regardless of the language of the dissertation. Scholars are welcome to come to New Haven to use dissertations along with the other resources of the Day Missions Collection. Or scholars can ask to borrow dissertations through their institution's interlibrary loan department, whether held at Yale or another lending institution.
2 Alternately, the Center for Research Libraries routinely collects foreign dissertations. They hold more than 750,000 dissertations, of which only about 20,000 are cataloged.
3 For titles not held in libraries that will lend them, the last resort is to contact the library of the institution granting the degree and request that a copy be made. The Top Twenty-five
